Compensatory function of central dopaminergic system for suppressing psychic seizures--repeated plasma homovanillic acid measurement in refractory temporal lobe epilepsy.
Repeatedly measured plasma homovanillic acid concentration, as a clinically available index of central dopaminergic activity in a patient with temporal lobe epilepsy during a drug-free period, was significantly correlated with seizure frequency in the week immediately following, but not preceding, blood sampling days. This result suggests a compensatory function of the dopaminergic system in suppressing refractory psychic seizures.